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ing that he was dead, and was trying to make himself
king in his place. But everyone hated John, who was
mean and cunning and cruel; and they were delighted to
welcome Richard again. Richard was too good-natured
to punish John. He despised him too much to be afraid
of him.

Richard's death was much like his life. No sooner
was he home than he began a war with the King of
France, who was trying to get for himself the districts in
France which belonged to the English crown. At last,
while besieging the castle of Chaluz, Richard was struck
by an arrow in the neck. The archer who shot it'was
brought before the dying king. Richard bade his officers
send him away unharmed. It is sad to think that they
did not obey the orders, but had the unlucky man flayed
alive.

Richard was succeeded by his brother John, who was
John, a very different kind of man.    He could not keep his

1199   I1I&

" possessions in France, as Richard had done, by dint of

hard fighting.  He was too lazy and careless.  Besides, he

was so treacherous that all disliked him, and few cared to

fight for him.    He captured and put to death his boy

nephew Arthur, a deed which made everyone shrink from

him.   So Philip the French king had little difficulty in

LOSS of reconquering all John's land in France except a small

Powes- piece in the south, and thus John's nickname of " Lack-

so    land", given him by his father years before, doubly

fitted him.

John's failure to keep his French possessions had great
results in the history of our kingdom. So long as our
kings were rulers over half of France as well as over Eng-
land, they were inclined to pay little attention to English
affairs; yet when these dominions oversea were lost, the
king had to become an English king in reality as well as
in name, and do what his subjects wanted. We shall see